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first ran for President, he voted against Bill
Clinton. Al Gore—he’s Bill Clinton’s choice.
Shouldn’t he be yours?’’

‘‘When Bill Clinton chose Al Gore as his
running mate, the conventional wisdom
called it a mistake. They said Gore was too
much like Clinton. Too much like Clinton?
Too visionary? Too strong? With a plan that
would bring America too much prosperity,
and the world too much peace? Bill Clinton
stood up to the pundits and stared down the
pollsters. Choosing Al Gore was one of his
very best decisions. And doesn’t that tell you
a lot about Bill Clinton? Al Gore—too much
like Clinton? Good for him; good for us.’’

‘‘As America’s greatest Vice President, Al
Gore has been a voice for our values, a fight-
er for our families, more than that, a strong
partner to Bill Clinton. Bill Clinton, a small-
town boy from Arkansas who dared to dream
big dreams. Young Bill worked hard and
played by the rules. He went on to lead his
country and build a bridge to the 21st cen-
tury. Most important, Bill Clinton created
AmeriCorps. Bill Clinton still believes in the
promise of America, and he still believes in
a place called Hope. Al Gore—because
there’s a 22d amendment.’’

The President. Unfortunately, all these
ads would be illegal under the Vice Presi-
dent’s campaign finance proposal—[laugh-
ter]—not because they’re unethical, certainly
not because they’re untrue, because they’re
just dumb. [Laughter]

Of course, in America, each of us has the
constitutional right to silly or dumb speech.
I have certainly asserted my right here to-
night. But I think we should take another
moment to honor that essential freedom, to
recognize that vital principle, by asking the
members of the McLaughlin Group to stand.
[Laughter]

Let me say to all of you, I really am okay
most days about not being President next
year. And it will be nice for all of you to
have someone else to chew on. But I have
loved coming to this dinner, and I have been
privileged to come every year but one that
I have been here. I have enjoyed all my inter-
actions with you, the battles, the agreements,
the disagreements, the probing, the jabbing,
even the occasional bloodshed. And believe
it or not, I appreciate the efforts you make

to bring Washington’s world to the world be-
yond Washington. I know it’s important; I
know it’s difficult.

I’ve tried to keep you entertained, and I’ve
tried to keep you involved. [Laughter] And
I hope you’ve at least had some pretty good,
substantive things to write about for the last
7-plus years. But for all you have done, and
especially once a year for giving me, and in-
deed all of us, the chance to have a good
laugh, I thank you very, very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:34 p.m. in the
Ballroom at the Washington Hilton. In his re-
marks, he referred to John Nolen, president,
Radio and Television Correspondents Association,
actor Leonardo DiCaprio; David Westin, presi-
dent, ABC News; Gov. George W. Bush of Texas;
Mayor Rudolph Giuliani of New York City; and
author Patrick Buchanan.

Memorandum on Leadership of the
Emergency Response Assistance
Program
April 6, 2000

Memorandum for the Vice President, the
Secretary of State, the Secretary of the
Treasury, the Secretary of Defense, the
Attorney General, the Secretary of
Agriculture, the Secretary of Health and
Human Services, the Secretary of
Transportation, the Secretary of Energy, the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs, Administrator,
Environmental Protection Agency, Director,
Office of Management and Budget, Director
of Central Intelligence, Director, Federal
Emergency Management Agency, Assistant to
the President for National Security Affairs,
Assistant to the President for Science and
Technology, Under Secretary of State for
Public Diplomacy, Chairman, Joint Chiefs of
Staff, Director, Federal Bureau of
Investigation, Director, United States Secret
Service
Subject: Designation of the Attorney General
as the Lead Official for the Emergency
Response Assistance Program Under
Sections 1412 and 1415 of the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
1997 (Public Law 104–201) (the ‘‘Act’’)

Under sections 1412(a) and 1415(a) of the
Act, the Secretary of Defense is responsible
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for implementing the Emergency Response
Assistance Program, commonly known as the
‘‘Domestic Preparedness Program,’’ to pro-
vide civilian personnel of Federal, State, and
local agencies with training and expert advice
regarding emergency responses to a use or
threatened use of a weapon of mass destruc-
tion or related materials, and for testing and
improving the responses of such agencies to
emergencies involving chemical or biological
weapons and related materials.

Under the authority vested in me by the
Constitution and the laws of the United
States, including sections 1412(a)(2) and
1415(d)(1) of the Act, I designate the Attor-
ney General to replace the Secretary of De-
fense as the lead Federal official with respon-
sibility for carrying out these programs.

These designations are effective October
1, 2000, and constitute designations pursuant
to sections 1412(a)(2) and 1415(d)(1) of the
Act.

The Attorney General is authorized and
directed to publish this memorandum in the
Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: The memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secreatry on April 7.

Remarks on Signing the Senior
Citizens’ Freedom to Work Act of
2000
April 7, 2000

Thank you. Let me say, first of all, to Flo
Mallonee, I thought she did a great job. Her
family must be very proud of her. And if you
get tired of the job you’re in, you might con-
sider elected office. [Laughter]

I’d like to welcome all the former Social
Security Commissioners here and say a spe-
cial word of appreciation to our current
Commissioner, Ken Apfel, and Deputy Com-
missioner Bill Halter. I’d also like to acknowl-
edge the contributions of Jim Roosevelt, until
recently, the Associate Commissioner for Re-
tirement Policy at the Social Security Admin-
istration, something that would have made
his grandfather very proud of him; and
former Representative Barbara Kennelly of

Connecticut, who is the current Associate
Commissioner for Retirement Policy.

There are many leaders of the aging com-
munity here today; I welcome them. But
most of all, I want to welcome this very large
delegation from the United States Congress,
and at risk of—if I forget anybody, do not
be shy. But my notes say that present here
today are: Chairman Bill Archer; our minor-
ity whip, David Bonior; Representative Ben
Cardin from Maryland; Representative Mac
Collins from Georgia, who is here with his
granddaughter who is happy that her grand-
father can continue to work into his
later years—[laughter]—Representative Joe
Crowley from New York; Representative
Sam Johnson from Texas; Representative
Sandy Levin from Michigan; Representative
John Lewis from Georgia; Representative
Ron Lewis from Kentucky; Representative
Bob Matsui from California; Representative
Jim Ramstad from Minnesota; our sub-
committee chair, Representative Clay Shaw
from Florida; Representative John Spratt
from South Carolina; Representative Jerry
Weller from Illinois. I don’t think I’ve missed
anybody. And you should give them all a big
hand; they did a fabulous job. [Applause]

Over 7 years ago now, when I took office,
the Vice President and I made a commitment
to a 21st century vision of America, with op-
portunity and responsibility for all American
citizens and a community of all American
citizens. To do it we thought we would have
to reward both work and family and create
a Government that would borrow less and
invest more. For 7 years, we’ve worked hard
on that.

Today, the size of the Government is about
what it was in 1960, 40 years ago, thanks,
in large measure, to higher productivity from
the Federal work force and the advent of new
technologies. Thanks to strong cooperative
efforts in the Congress, we have turned
record deficits into surpluses, and we’ve en-
joyed the longest economic expansion in his-
tory.

We’ve tried to find ways to reward work
and family, doubling the earned-income tax
credit for working families with modest
means, passing the Family and Medical
Leave Act, improving the college loan pro-
gram, and providing tax credits for college


